
Ba2HgS5A Molecular Trisulfide Salt with Dumbbell-like (HgS2)
2−

Ions
Saiful M. Islam,† Jino Im,‡ Arthur J. Freeman,‡ and Mercouri G. Kanatzidis*,†

†Department of Chemistry and ‡Department of Physics and Astronomy, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois 60208, United
States

*S Supporting Information

ABSTRACT: Ba2HgS5 was synthesized by cooling a molten mixture of BaS, HgS, and elemental sulfur.
It crystallizes in the orthorhombic Pnma space group with a = 12.190(2) Å, b = 8.677(2) Å, c = 8.371(2)
Å, and dcalc = 4.77 g cm−3. Its crystal structure consists of isolated dumbbell-shaped (HgS2)

2− and v-
shaped S3

2− ions. These molecular anions are charge-balanced by Ba2+ cations. Raman spectroscopy
shows three strong bands originating from symmetric, asymmetric, and bending vibrational modes of
the S3

2− ions. X-ray photoelectron spectroscopic analysis confirms the presence of the trisulfide species.
Ba2HgS5 has a bandgap of ∼2.4 eV. Electronic band structure calculations show that the bandgap is
defined essentially by the p-orbitals of the sulfur atoms of the S3

2− group.

■ INTRODUCTION

Metal chalcogenides are key materials in many technological
applications, such as hard radiation detection,1,2 catalysis,3

sensors,4 electronics and optoelectronics,5 solar energy
conversion,6 superconductivity,7 nonlinear optics,8 thermo-
electric energy conversion,9 topological insulators,10 phase-
change data storage,11 and many others. This class of
compounds adopts astonishingly diverse crystal structures,
and this variety is partly related to the ability to form
chalcogen−chalcogen bonds.12 These bonding features are
prominent for the binary alkali and alkaline-earth metal
chalcogenides. The anionic polychalcogenide units in A2Q2
(A = Na, K, Rb, Cs; Q = S, Se),13−15 A2Q3 (A = K, Rb, Cs; Q =
S, Se, Te),16−19 A2Q5 (A = K, Rb, Cs; Q = S, Se, Te),20−22

Cs2S6,
23,24 BaQ2 (Q = S, Se),25−27 BaQ3 (Q = S, Se),26,28 SrS2,

26

and SrS3
26 are stabilized by charge balancing from the metal

cation. The use of alkali metal polychalcogenide fluxes have
been very effective in the discovery of numerous ternary
polychalcogenides.12a,29 Interestingly, despite the existence of
several ternary alkali polychalcogenides of Au,12a,30 Ag,31and
Cu,12a their isoelectronic cadmium and mercury cations tend to
form only monochalcogenides. Among the main group
elements, mercury exhibits a substantially larger polarizibility
as well as diverse coordination preferences and forms a plethora
of compounds.12a,32 In the ternary system, A/Hg/Q (A =
alkali/alkaline earth metals; Q = chalcogens), A6HgQ4 (A = K,
Rb; Q = S, Se),33 A2Hg3Q4 (A = K, Na; Q = S, Se),34,35

Na2Hg3S4,
36 Rb2Hg3Te4,

37 A2Hg6Q7 (A = K, Rb, Cs; Q = S,
Se),34 A2HgS2 (A = Na, K),38 BaHgS2,

39 and Ba2HgS3
40 have

been reported. In these compounds, only Q2− exist, which are
exclusively bonded with the Hg2+ cations forming (HgxQy)

n−

groups, and are charged-balanced by counter metal cations.

From this observation one can easily surmise that the very
strong affinity of the Hg2+ cations toward the Q2− anions may
hinder the stabilization of polysulfide groups in its alkali/
alkaline earth metal compounds.
Here, we report an exception to this trend, namely, the

synthesis of Ba2HgS5, the first polysulfide in the system A/Hg/
Q, (A = alkali/alkaline-earth metals; Q = chalcogenides). It is a
double salt of the molecular anions of (HgS2)

2− and S3
2−, which

are counterbalanced by Ba2+ cations. The presence of the S3
2−

group is further supported by Raman spectroscopy. In addition,
we show that X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy can well-
distinguish the multiple oxidation states of sulfur atoms in the
compound. This new ternary polysulfide is a wide bandgap
semiconductor with a bandgap of ∼2.4 eV. According to first-
principles electronic band structure calculations, the origin of
the bandgap is mainly the S3

2− polysulfide group.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
Reagent. BaS, elemental sulfur, and mercury were obtained

commercially from alpha aldrich (99.5%), 5N Plus Inc., and Sigma-
Aldrich (99.9999%), respectively. HgS was synthesized in the
laboratory by slowly heating a stoichiometric mixture of elemental
mercury and sulfur to 600 °C for 24 h, soaking it for 12 h, and cooling
it to room temperature in 24 h. Caution! Hg is highly toxic, and great
care should be exerted with appropriate protective equipment in both the
synthesis and handling of the Ba2HgS5.

Synthesis of Ba2HgS5. Microcrystalline powder of barium
dithio(trithio)mercurate(II) was obtained by cooling a melted mixture
of BaS, (169 mg, 1 mmol), HgS (232 mg, 1 mmol), and elemental
sulfur (69 mg, 2.2 mmol). For the synthesis, a homogeneous mixture
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of the starting materials was transferred into a carbon-coated silica
tube, which was flame-sealed under vacuum (10−4 mbar).
Subsequently, the tube was heated to 575 °C in 48 h, soaked
isothermally for 12 h, and then slowly cooled to 300 °C in 67 h,
followed by cooling to room temperature in 3 h. During this heating
process the sample-containing end of the sealed tube (l ≈ 13 cm, d ≈
0.9 cm) was placed at the center of a tube furnace, while the empty
end was closer to the end of the furnace. This, in practice, led to a
temperature gradient for the reaction. Thus, Ba2HgS5 (main phase)
and some unknown compounds were formed at the center of the
furnace (higher temperature) with a yield of about 75%, while the
empty end (lower temperature) contained a mixture of HgS and a
trace of elemental sulfur.
To optimize the synthesis, a stoichiometric mixture of BaS, HgS,

and elemental sulfur was heated in a smaller tube (l ≈ 8 cm, d ≈ 0.9
cm). To prevent a larger diffusion of HgS and S from the reaction
mixtures, the sealed tube was placed in the furnace so that the empty
end of the tube was at the center of the furnace 650 °C (higher
temperature), and the above heating procedure was applied. This
procedure led to the formation of mainly Ba2HgS5 along with a small
amount of BaHgS2 and traces of black HgS. Yellow irregular-shaped
single crystals up to 0.1 mm in edge length were obtained from
presynthesized Ba2HgS5 (∼500 mg; contaminated with traces of HgS
and BaHgS2) by heating to 650 °C in 12 h, soaking isothermally for 24
h, cooling to 500 °C in 6 h, and holding there for 6 h. Finally, the
sample was slowly cooled to 300 °C in 72 h, followed by cooling to
room temperature in 3 h. This experiment gave the compound in 93%
yield.
Powder X-ray Diffraction. Powder X-ray diffraction (PXRD) data

were collected on ground crystalline samples of each product with a
flat sample geometry using a silicon-calibrated CPS 120 INEL powder
X-ray diffractometer (Cu Kα graphite-monochromatized radiation)
operating at 40 kV and 20 mA equipped with a position-sensitive
detector. Simulated patterns were generated using the CIF of each
refined structure and the Visualizer program within FindIt.
Scanning Electron Microscopy. Images and semiquantitative

energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDS) analyses were obtained
using a Hitachi S-3400 scanning electron microscope equipped with a
PGT energy-dispersive X-ray analyzer. Spectra were collected using an
accelerating voltage of 15 kV and a 90 s accumulation time.
Single-Crystal X-ray Crystallography. Data collections were

performed on a STOE IPDS II diffractometer using Mo Kα radiation
(λ = 0.710 73 Å) operating at 50 kV and 40 mA at 293 K. Integration
and numerical absorption corrections were performed using X-AREA,
X-RED, and X-SHAPE. The structure was solved using direct methods
and refined by full-matrix least-squares on F2 using the SHELXTL
program package.41 A complete list of crystallographic information,
data collection, structure refinement, atomic coordinates, and isotropic
displacement parameters are given in Tables 1 and 2.
Ultraviolet−Visible Spectroscopy. Diffuse reflectance spectra of

the selected crystals of Ba2HgS5 were collected in the range of 200−
2500 nm using a Shimadzu UV-3101 PC double-beam, double-
monochromator spectrophotometer. The instrument was equipped
with an integrating sphere and controlled by a personal computer.
BaSO4 was used as a standard and set to 100% reflectance. Samples
were prepared by placing ground crystalline products on a bed of
BaSO4. Collected reflectance data were converted to absorbance
according to the Kubelka−Munk equation: α/S = (1 − R)2 /(2R),
where R is the reflectance and α and S are the absorption and
scattering coefficients, respectively.42 The band gap was determined as
the intersection point between the energy axis and the line
extrapolated from the linear portion of the absorption edge in an
(α/S)2 versus E plot.
Raman Spectroscopy. The Raman spectrum of the crushed

crystals of Ba2HgS5 was collected on a DeltaNu Advantage NIR
spectrometer equipped with a CCD detector using 785 nm radiation
from a diode laser. The samples were loaded into borosilicate glass
capillaries for the measurement. A maximum power of 60 mW and
beam diameter of 35 μm were used. The spectrum was collected using
an integration time of 15 s.

X-ray Photoelectron Spectroscopy. X-ray photoelectron studies
of the crushed crystals of Ba2HgS5 were performed using a Thermo
Scientific ESCALAB 250 Xi spectrometer equipped with a
monochromatic Al Kα X-ray source (1486.6 eV) and operated at
300 W. Samples were analyzed under vacuum (P < 10−9 mbar), where
survey scans and high-resolution scans were collected using a pass
energy of 150 and 25 eV, respectively. Binding energies were referred
to the C 1s binding energy at 284.6 eV. A low-energy electron flood
gun was employed for charge neutralization. Prior to X-ray
photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS) measurements, the crystalline
powders were pressed on copper foil, mounted on stubs, and
successively put into the entry-load chamber to pump.

Band Structure Calculations. To investigate the electronic
structure of Ba2HgS5, first-principles calculations were performed
within the density functional theory formalism using the projector
augmented wave method43 implemented in Vienna Ab-initio
Simulation Package.44,45 The energy cutoff for plane wave basis was
set to 350 eV and 12 × 12 × 8 k-point mesh was chosen for Brillouin
zone sampling. For exchange-correlation functional, the generalized
gradient approximation (GGA) was employed within the Perdew−
Burke−Ernzerhof (PBE) formalism.46 The experimentally observed

Table 1. Details Concerning Data Collection and Structure
Refinement of Ba2HgS5

crystal data Ba2HgS5

crystal system orthorhombic
space group Pnma (62)
color yellow
a/Å 12.190(2)
b/Å 8.677(2)
c/Å 8.371(2)
V/Å3 885.37(3)
Z 4
μ/mm−1 27.18
ρX‑ray/g cm−3 4.77
color yellow
crystal shape rectangular
size/mm3 0.03 × 0.01 × 0.007
MW/g mol−1 635.6
F(000) 1087.7
data collection
Mo Kα radiation λ = 0.710 73 Å
monochromator graphite
temperature/K 293
scan range θ/deg 3 ≤ θ ≤ 30

0 ≤ h ≤ 17
−12 ≤ k ≤ 0
−11 ≤ l ≤ 11

structure refinement software SHELX9741

measured reflections 3886
independent reflections 1369
parameters; GOF 44; 0.88
residuals
Rint 0.020
R1
a 0.020

R1all
a 0.032

wR2
b 0.028

extinction coefficient 0.001 36
weighting scheme A = 0.0089; B = 0.0
res. electron density
Δρmax/Å−3 1.46 (close to S2)
Δρmin/Å−3 2.12 (close to Ba1)

aR1 = Σ||F0| − |Fc||/|F0|, F0
2 ≥ 2σ(F0

2) bwR2 = 1/[σ2(F0
2) + (A × P)2 +

B × P]; P = (F0
2 + 2Fc

2)/3
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crystal structure was used for the electronic band structure
calculations.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Synthesis. BaHgS2 (crimson red) and Ba2HgS3 (bright red)

were synthesized from a stoichiometric mixture of their

corresponding sulfides at 400−850 °C.40,39 On the other
hand, the synthesis of Ba2HgS5 (yellow) can be achieved from
reacting a mixture of BaS, HgS, and elemental sulfur in closed
silica ampule under 650 °C. The formation of Ba2HgS5 is fairly
reproducible; however, often intermingled impurities are of
black HgS and trace amounts of unknown compounds. Black
HgS formed, presumably by the deposition from the gas phase
during the cooling step. The difficulty in obtaining a single
phase of Ba2HgS5 is because both HgS and S easily sublime and
separate themselves from the reaction mixture. Using an excess
of HgS can produce Ba2HgS5 (∼90% phase purity, visual
inspection under microscope) as the main phase. A comparison
between the calculated and experimental X-ray diffraction

pattern is shown in Figure 1. This compound is soluble in polar
organic solvents such as formamide and N-methylformamide
but is insoluble in dimethylformamide and acetone.

Crystal Structure. Ba2HgS5 crystallizes in the orthorhombic
space group Pnma. The asymmetric unit in Ba2HgS5 consists of
one Ba, one Hg, and four S atoms (Tables 2 and 3). The
unique crystal structure of Ba2HgS5 is composed of isolated
dumbbell-shaped (HgS2)

2− anions and v-shaped S3
2− units,

which are charge-balanced by Ba2+ cations, forming a mixed
anion molecular salt compound (Figure 2). The presence of
discrete S3

2− ions in Ba2HgS5 is a remarkable feature of this
compound. The monosulfide anions S2− have 5-fold coordina-
tion with four Ba2+ and one Hg2+ atoms, forming a square
pyramid. The atoms of the S3

2− group exhibit two different
types of coordination; the terminal S1−(1) ions have 4-fold
coordination (3Ba2+ and So), while the internal So(4) atoms
possess 6-fold coordination (4Ba2+ and 2S1−) (Figure 3). The
interaction of So with Ba2+ ions is comparatively weak, and
Ba2+−So bond distances of ∼3.45 Å are observed. The S−S−S
angle is 111.12°, which is in agreement with other S3

2− ions.26

Hg2+ exhibits 2-fold coordination only with S2− ions, and thus
the Hg2+ cation is encapsulated, leaving the S3

2− ion discrete. In
contrast to the structural features of Ba2HgS5, both Ba2HgS3

40

and BaHgS2
39 exhibit only S2− units, which are exclusively

bonded to Hg2+ cations. The former exhibit only [HgS4]
tetrahedra, and the latter consists of [HgS4] tetrahedra and
linearlike [HgS2] units.
Selected interatomic distances and angles are depicted in

Figure 3 and Table 3. The interatomic distance d(S1−S4) =
2.09 Å, of the S3

2− group in Ba2HgS5, is in agreement with
other S3

2− units.16,17 Hg−S bond distances of ∼2.34 Å and
linearlike S−Hg−S angles, <(S3−Hg1−S2) = 177.9°, in
(HgS2)

2− are in agreement with other compounds featuring
linearlike S−Hg−S units such as BaHgS2

39 and Cs2Hg3M2S8
(M = Sn, Ge).47

Raman Spectrum. Optical Raman spectroscopic analysis
(Figure 4) confirms the presence of S−S bonds. Two strong
peaks at 455 and 468 cm−1 and a weaker peak at 224 cm−1 are

Table 2. Atomic Coordinates and Isotropic Displacement Parameters for Ba2HgS5

atoms Wyck. S.O.F. x y z δiso

Hg1 4c 0.5 0.00896(2) 1/4 0.98781(3) 0.01779(7)
Ba1 8d 1.0 −0.18950(2) 0.00671(3) 0.35649(3) 0.01178(6)
S1 4c 0.5 0.0264(1) 1/4 0.4327(2) 0.0144(3)
S2 4c 0.5 0.1938(1) 1/4 0.9091(2) 0.0134(3)
S3 4c 0.5 −0.1771(1) 1/4 1.05646(2) 0.0136(3)
S4 8d 1.0 0.06742(9) 0.0513(1) 0.3046(1) 0.0156(2)

Figure 1. X-ray powder diffraction of (A) selected crystals, (B)
impurity highlighted, and (C) calculated patterns of Ba2HgS5. Red
cross indicates impurity from HgS (other peaks overlap with
Ba2HgS5), and red circles indicate impurity from an unknown phase.

Table 3. Selected Interatomic Distances (Å) and Angles (deg) in Ba2HgS5
a

d(Hg1S3) 2.339(2) d(S1S4) 2.091(1) ∠(S3Hg1S2) 177.91(6)
d(Hg1S2) 2.347(2) d(S1Ba1) 3.434(1) ∠(S4S1S4) 111.13(9)
d(Ba1S2) 3.148(1) d(S1Ba1) 3.468(1) ∠(S2Ba1S2) 152.71(2)
d(Ba1S4) 3.185(1) d(S2Ba1) 3.148(1) ∠(S2Ba1S4) 121.05(3)
d(Ba1S2) 3.214(1) d(S2Ba1) 3.214(1) ∠(Ba1S1Ba1) 158.23(5)
d(Ba1S3) 3.226(1) d(S3Ba1) 3.226(1) ∠(Ba1S1Ba1) 97.99(2)
d(Ba1S4) 3.243(1) d(S3Ba1) 3.285(1) ∠(S4S1Ba1) 65.23(4)
d(Ba1S4) 3.279(1) d(S4Ba1) 3.243(1) ∠(S4S1Ba1) 126.52(7)
d(Ba1S3) 3.285(1) d(S4Ba1) 3.279(1) ∠(S3Ba1S4) 70.77(4)
d(Ba1S1) 3.434(1) d(Ba1Ba1) 4.222(1) ∠(S2Ba1S4) 77.17(3)
d(Ba1S1) 3.4682(1) d(Ba1Ba1) 4.4392(8) ∠(S4Ba1S4) 144.91(2)

aEstimated standard deviation in parentheses.
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observed. In agreement with Jang et al.,48 we assign these three
peaks as symmetric, asymmetric, and bending vibrational
modes for C2v symmetry of S3

2− free ions in Ba2HgS5. Apart
from this, a very weak peak at ∼323 cm−1 might be attributed
to mercury−sulfur vibrations. Other peaks from (HgS2)

−2, if

any, might be superimposed with the low-energy broad peak at
224 cm−1.

X-ray Photoelectron Spectroscopy. Ba2HgS5 was ana-
lyzed by X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (Figure 5). Peaks at
795.78 and 780.68 eV are characteristic for 3d3/2 and 3d5/2
barium(II) cations (Figure 5a).49 Peaks at about 100.15 and
103.68 eV essentially provide confirmation of 4f5/2 and 4f7/2

Figure 2. Different views of the crystal structure of Ba2HgS5; (A) isolated linearlike (HgS2)
2−, v-shaped S3

2−, and Ba2+ ions; (B) connectivity of the
isolated anions by interstitial Ba2+ cations. The Ba···S interactions are drawn.

Figure 3. Coordination environments of the three different types of
atoms in Ba2HgS5. Ellipsoids are at 70% probability limit.

Figure 4. Room-temperature Raman spectrum of Ba2HgS5.

Figure 5. X-ray photoelectron spectra of (A) barium, (B) mercury,
(C) sulfur, and (D) survey spectrum for Ba2HgS5. Hatched and solid
lines represent experimental and deconvoluted spectra, respectively.

Figure 6. UV−vis optical absorption spectrum of solid Ba2HgS5.
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from Hg2+ ions (Figure 5b).50 The XPS of sulfur essentially
shows two bands; the lower-energy band from ∼160−165 eV
and the higher-energy band centered at 167.98 eV (Figure 5c).
These bands correspond to the sulfur 2p energies.51,52

Deconvolution of the broad band in the 160−165 eV range
gives three bands centered at 160.83, 161.72, and 163.19 eV.
These bands originate from S 2p of S2−, S1−, and So. The band
centered at 167.98 eV is the signature for sulfur 2p from
SO4

2−52, which likely originates from the partial oxidation of
the surface sulfur atoms of the polysulfide groups (S3

2−). The
band at ∼531 eV is in agreement with the O 2p energies that
further confirms the formation of sulfate ions.53

Optical Properties. The electronic absorption spectrum
determined from optical diffuse reflectance data of pure
Ba2HgS5 shows a bandgap of 2.4 eV (Figure 6). This bandgap
is consistent with its yellow color. The sharp character of the
absorption edge is suggestive of a direct electronic transition,
and this is supported by electronic band structure calculations
below. By comparison, the bandgap of BaHgS2 is ∼1.94 eV
(unpublished results).
Electronic Structure. To understand the nature of the

bandgap of Ba2HgS5, we calculated the electronic band
structure and the projected density of states (PDOS). The
electronic band structure in Figure 7a shows that Ba2HgS5 has a
direct band gap near the X-point between X and S. The
bandgap is predicted to be 1.7 eV with the PBE exchange-
correlation functional, which is underestimated compared to
the experimental bandgap of 2.4 eV. This is a well-known
tendency of semilocal functional like GGA.54,55

From the PDOS calculations, we find that both the
conduction band minimum (CBM) and valence band
maximum (VBM) mainly originate from the S3

2− ions. In
Figure 7b,c, we plot the PDOS of the S3

2− ions and the
dumbbell-shaped (HgS2)

2−, respectively. As shown in Figure
7b, the VBM consists mainly of p-orbitals of S1 and S4, and the
CBM is composed of s- and p-orbitals of S1 and p-orbitals of
S4. To depict the interaction between orbitals of the S3

2− ions,
we calculated the real space projection of the square of the
absolute value of wave functions at the VBM and CBM. Figure
7d,e shows that the wave function at the VBM consists of p-
orbitals of S1 and S4, which are perpendicular to the S1−S4
bonding direction, while at the CBM p-orbitals of S4 and sp
hybridized orbitals of S1 interact along the S1−S4 bonding
direction. It indicates that the VBM and CBM originate from
the π-like state and the σ-like state of the S3

2− ions, respectively.
On the other hand, as shown in Figure 7c, the electronic states
of the (HgS2)

2− ions have a relatively small contribution to the
VBM and almost no contribution to the CBM. Instead, the
lone-pair states of p-orbitals of S2 and S3 are distributed from
−3.5 eV to −0.5 eV with respect to the Fermi level. Bonding
and antibonding states between p-orbitals of S2/S3 and ds
hybridized states of Hg are located around −4 and 3 eV,
respectively. These results confirm our intuitive view that the
best way to visualize this material is as a molecular salt akin to
other simple salts like BaS3

26and K2S3.
16

Figure 7. (A) Electronic band structure of Ba2HgS5, (B) projected density of states (PDOS) of the S3 chainlike unit, (C) PDOS of the HgS2 unit,
(D) real space projection of VBM, (E) real space projection of CBM. In (B), green, red, light blue, and blue lines correspond to the s-orbitals of S1,
p-orbitals of S1, s-orbitals of S4, and p-orbitals of S4, respectively. In (C), red, green, and blue lines indicate the p-orbitals of S2 and S3, s-orbitals of
Hg, and d-orbitals of Hg, respectively. In (D) and (E), isosurfaces of the square of absolute value of the wave function at VBM and CBM are plotted
by black wireframes, respectively.
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■ CONCLUDING REMARKS
Ba2HgS5 is a rare type of mixed molecular salt with linear
complexes of (HgS2)

2−, v-shaped S3
2− ions, and interstitial Ba2+

cations. Raman and X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy provide
additional evidence for the presence of the polysulfide group.
Electronic structure calculations reveal that this molecular salt
has a direct band, which is in agreement with the sharp
absorption edge observed in the optical spectrum. This
calculation shows that the origin of the VBM and CBM
extrema is mainly the s- and p-orbitals of the sulfur atoms in the
S3

2− ions forming π-like and σ-like states, respectively.
Although, technically Ba2HgS5 is a polysulfide compound, the
fact that Hg does not bind directly to the polysulfide anion is
consistent with the known mercury chalcogenide chemistry
where no polysulfide compound exists. In this regard it is
different from the Cu, Ag, and Au chemistry and in sharp
contrast to the rich polychalcogenide chemistry of mercury
known in molecular complexes.56
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